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Rich Valley School
2023/2024 School Year 

Principal: 

Mr. Kelly Muir                  

School Phone: 
780-967-5754

Address: 

R.R.1 Gunn, Alberta. TOE 1AO
WELCOME TO RICH VALLEY SCHOOL 

Welcome to the families of our returning students and to the families of our new students! 

We want your child to be happy and successful at Rich Valley School and believe that you, as parents/family, play a key role. The primary way to do this is to continually show interest in, and support for, your child. The child who knows that his or her family is interested in, and supports, the school program, will have fewer problems in school and enjoy greater success. 

At Rich Valley School, we strive to create a safe environment where empathy, courtesy and kindness prevail and where there is respect for differences in other people, customs and cultures. We believe in fair and consistent discipline that encourages students to be responsible for themselves.
Please share with your child's teacher any information regarding their needs that will help us better serve him or her. We believe that communication among parents, students and the school is critical in assuring student success. 

Sincerely, 
The Rich Valley School Staff. 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR THE 2023/2024 SCHOOL YEAR

Screening for Illness/Staying Home When Sick

· Parents are asked to screen their child every morning to ensure they are well enough to attend school.
· If students are sick, they need to stay home

· If students show symptoms at school, parents will be contacted to pick up their child immediately
· Students cannot ride the bus if they are sick
· Please ensure you have an updated emergency contact identified at the school in case you are unable to pick up your child 

· Parents of students with pre-existing conditions (ie. Allergies) need to notify the office. If symptoms, due to the pre-existing condition, do not worsen, your child may remain at school.

Wearing Masks at School

· There are currently no mask requirements at school.

Food and Treats

· Yes, we have microwaves in the classrooms! Please note that students should only need 30 seconds in the microwave to “warm up” their meal. Please precook or preheat food at home as required to make this possible.  Thank you!
SCHOOL FEES   
TECHNOLOGY ACCESS AND MAINTENANCE FEE
Technology Access and Maintenance Fee - Gr. 1 – 7 $32.00 / Kindergarten $16.00
Equitable access to technology for all students supports the cultivation of social responsibility and the development of critical thinking skills through avenues that are relevant, responsive and meaningful.  The technology integration fee levied on behalf of NGPS ensures that students have access to devices that can be used both at school and at home; to software that is connected to, and complements, curriculum; and to processes that both reinforce and encourage the demonstration of learner competencies.
It is preferred that you pay school fees (and all payments throughout the year) directly through the use of School Cash Online but cash and cheques addressed to “Rich Valley School” will also be accepted. Information on “School Cash Online” is attached.
For additional details please also see:
 

Administrative Procedure 505 - Student Fees and Service Charges


 HYPERLINK "https://www.ngps.ca/download/337327" 

Administrative Procedure 507 - Waiver of Fees

 

Guided by the principle that finances should not be a barrier to a child's education, Northern Gateway Public Schools will waive fees for independent students or parents/guardians if they meet certain income guidelines, are on social services or are facing exceptional circumstances. If you qualify, you may apply using the application form for a waiver of fees – Administrative Procedure 507 Appendix – Application for Waiver of Fee(s) and Instructions.
SMOKE FREE ENVIRONMENT FOR OUR SCHOOL

There is NO SMOKING allowed anywhere in the school or on the grounds.
COMMUNICATION 
Communication between all parents and teachers is crucial. Please remind your child to bring home all notes and agendas so that you can read them. Our teachers will strive to be in touch with you as often as possible (teachers will notify you of their preferred method of contact – ie. Agenda, Remind, etc.). If an agenda is a teacher’s preferred method of messaging, please return the agendas each day. If you have any comments - positive or negative do contact the teachers or Mr. Muir at 967-5754. Please check backpacks daily.
REMIND NOTIFICATION PROGRAM

REMIND is a messaging app that allows you to receive and send messages with the classroom teacher.  The instructions you are receiving today are for a school wide account (*see attached at the back of this package*).  This account is used to communicate important information, school events, emergencies and updates throughout the year.  You may sign up to receive messages by text, email or both (There is also a REMIND app if you prefer).  All phone numbers and email addresses are private (no one can see how you signed up or what contact you are using).  This is an excellent communication device that we have effectively utilized for several years.  In addition, all classrooms will have their own accounts to keep you up to date as well.  Please be on the lookout for those sign up instructions over the next few days.  It is extremely important that everyone signs up for both the classroom and school account to ensure timely communication that can happen in an instant.  If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact the school @ 780-967-5754.

BUSING POLICY        
The bus is an extension of the school and every student is responsible for his/her conduct while travelling on the bus. Bus transportation is a privilege that may be withdrawn in the event of misconduct. 
STUDENTS LEAVING WITH PARENTS

Please remember to sign out your children at the office when you are taking them out during school hours (this may be done by a phone call if you want them to meet you out front). Those parents that pick-up students at the end of the day need only to inform the bus driver. Because of safety, we will not be permitting any students to go out on to the East-West road, therefore, please do all pick-ups/drop-offs at the North end of the school.  (by the playground)
LOCKED DOORS

For security reasons all doors will be locked at all times. (Other than recesses, bus arrival and departures). Please ring the doorbell when you arrive.
SCHOOL YEAR AND MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 
We hope our school year Activity Calendar will be helpful to you for planning. Weekly classroom updates will be shared out on the classroom Remind accounts and our monthly newsletter will be shared out via Remind and by email. 

LOST AND FOUND 
We always have many unmarked items and clothing. Please label all items so they can be returned.  The ‘lost and found’ items are on the boot racks in the main entry.  Please have a look anytime you are in the school.
GUARDIANSHIP 
To help ensure your child's safety, please inform us of any special circumstances regarding guardianship with copies of court orders.
ELECTRONIC DEVICES
Cell phones and other personal communication devices must be turned off and kept out of sight during all instructional periods, except with the clear permission of the classroom teacher. Students are not to bring any electronic devices (especially gaming) out for recess and are encouraged to participate in physical activities.  
The school is not responsible for personal items that go missing at the school.
Students are to speak with the classroom teacher if they need to contact home.  Students are not permitted to use their device for phone calls or  texting during school hours without explicit consent.  
LIBRARY/LEARNING COMMONS
We are proud of our library and are constantly trying to improve it.  We ask that students take special care of our library books and keep them away from food and drinks.  If a book is damaged, or not returned, that student will be responsible for the replacement cost of that book plus a $5.00 charge for shipping and processing.  Library and school privileges may be withheld until that book is paid for or returned.  If damaged books are a constant occurrence, the student may lose his/her library privileges for the rest of the school year.  Even by spilling water on a book the pages become brittle after drying and the life of that book is greatly reduced.  Please help us preserve our books so that future students may enjoy them too!

SWIMMING 
Rich Valley School offers a week of swim instruction for all of our students (GR. 1 – 7).  Last year’s move to the Barrhead pool was a huge success so we are heading back there again this year!  We will inform you of the cost once we have everything confirmed.

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

Regular attendance at school is of the utmost importance for student success.  Missing one day a week is the same as missing 20% of the school year.  Over the course of a student’s 13 years of schooling that would amount to missing 2.5 years of school…yikes!!!  In the event of an absence, please contact the school.   For safety’s sake, if the office has not been contacted by 9:30am, a call will be made to make sure you are aware of your child’s absence.
Meet the Staff BBQ
Rich Valley School will, once again, be hosting a “Meet the Staff” night on Thursday, September 8th with a complimentary barbecue dinner of hamburgers and hot dogs.  The barbecue will run from 4:00-5:30pm with an opportunity to tour the classrooms and school from 5:30-6:00pm.  We hope you can make it out to join us for a casual evening to talk about all the opportunities that the 2023-24 school year will bring!

DRESS CODE

Rich Valley School believes students should be dressed in a manner conducive to learning and respectful of community standards.  We expect students to understand that, similar to the work place, there is a distinction between casual clothing for wearing at home and appropriate clothing for school.  Clothing worn to school should be clean, neat and suitable for the occasion and the weather.  Hats are not to be worn indoors.

· Apparel will not advertise nor promote drugs or alcohol

· Apparel will not use inappropriate language or inuendo
· Apparel will be worn so as not to expose undergarments

Students who fail to follow our dress code will be asked to change their attire.  If that is not possible they may be given alternate clothing for the day or a phone call home will be made to bring in different clothing.
Shoes must be worn at all times and be sufficiently tied.  Both an indoor and an outdoor pair of shoes are required year round.  No wheelie shoe are allowed as indoor shoes.  High-heeled shoes and sandals are not suitable for school activities so are also not allowed as indoor shoes.
We have changed our hat policy this year to allow students to wear hats indoors.  However, staff still have the autonomy to make the decision in regards to this policy in their own classrooms.
SCHOOL COUNCIL / ENHANCEMENT SOCIETY
Our school is as strong as our community and we appreciate the commitment that our School Council members make to our children; that is what makes us great! Meetings occur on the first Wednesday of the month.  Please come out to join us and share your ideas. Rich Valley School Enhancement Society meetings commence after the School Council Meeting has concluded each month. Our next meeting is Wednesday, September 20th. This will also serve as the AGM.
PARKING AND UNLOADING
Parking at our school is limited. Do not park in bus unloading/loading areas during bus drop-off and pick-up times (8:30 - 8:50 a.m. and 3:00 – 3:20 p.m.). Please park on the north-side of the school (by the playground).  For safety, remember to turn off unattended vehicles.  **Reminder – It is illegal to drive beside the buses when they are loading/unloading.  Please enter and exit from the West entrance.  (Second entrance at the back of the schoolyard)
E.C.S. DAYS (Kindergarten) will be Tuesdays and Thursdays until the end of March when we begin to attend on Wednesdays too.  Your monthly calendar will tell you.  [image: image2.jpg]



SCHOOL TIMES - School will start at 8:50 a.m. and end at 3:10 p.m. 
Students get off bus
  8:40
Class starts

  8:50
Recess begins

 10:04
Class starts

 10:18
Recess begins

 12:00
Lunch begins

12:15
Class starts

 12:40
Recess begins

  1:48
Class starts

  2:02
Load busses

  3:10
